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short history
to commemorate the

of the
WILTSHIRE BRANCH

1948 to 2008

In the November 2007 edition of NARPO News our former President, David Anderton, published his
address to Conference at Scarborough on 14th September 2007. He said:

This started us thinking about our own history. Records held at our Branch Office only go back as
far as 1974 and NARPO Headquarters in Wakefield weren’t able to help us, so we did some research
at the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre at Chippenham (formerly the County Archives). We
found that they held a file from Police Headquarters covering the years 1945 to 1953.
Well, not only do we think that we may have answered our President’s question, but we have
established that the Wiltshire Branch was formed early in 1948, so this year of 2008 is our
Diamond Jubilee!
Although NARPO had been formed in 1919, by 1945 there were very few Branches in the Counties. It
would seem that at that time NARPO’s National Executive enlisted the aid of the County Chief Police
Officers’ Committee (presumably the forerunner of ACPO) in an attempt to set up more County
Branches. As a result on 8th August 1945 our own Chief Constable, Colonel Golden, wrote to NARPO’s
General Secretary, Mr William Isted, at the national office then at 5/6 Red Lion Square, London. The
following day, 9th August 1945 (postal services were obviously much better in those days), Mr Isted
wrote to Col. Golden enclosing “leaflets as requested” and thanking him for the interest that he
was taking.

Document 1

Unfortunately nothing seemed to happen for some time, but on 21st May 1946 Mr Ilsted again
wrote to Col. Golden requesting the name of a Wiltshire pensioner who might be prepared to
organise a scheme in our County. Most Divisions reported that they had been unable to find
anyone, although Swindon put forward the name of a pensioner living in Marlborough.
Subsequently it was reported that he was unable to undertake the work. However, interest in
forming a Branch continued, and on 17th July 1947 it was reported that an ex-Inspector T Howell
living in Devizes might be willing, but again this came to nothing.
By that time the national office had moved to 40 Stowe Avenue, Sheffield, and on 13th November
1947 the President of NARPO, John Bell, a former Superintendent, again wrote to the Chief
Constable pointing out that Wiltshire was one of the few counties without a Branch Representative,
and informing him that in the past twelve months or so 36 new branches had been formed. In that
letter he asked for a room to be made available at Headquarters for a meeting at 3pm on Monday,
8th December 1947. (

Document 2

That letter indicated that arrangements were to be made to enclose a notice of the meeting with
each November pension cheque, stating that a delegation from the Executive Committee would
attend to explain the aims and objectives of the Association in the hope that this would lead to the
formation of a Wiltshire Branch.

Document 3
Although there is no direct reference on the file, the meeting would appear to have taken place as
planned. Things obviously progressed quickly, as there is a letter written on 18th January 1948 by
Chas. Townsend, of 97 Netherhampton Road, Salisbury as Honorary Secretary of NARPO in Wiltshire,
asking the Chief Constable for details of all pensioners from the Wiltshire Constabulary to enable
him to judge what proportion had joined the Association. The reply indicated that there were at
that time 210 male pensioners, but there is no indication of the number who had become branch
members.

Document 4
Clearly the Wiltshire Branch had at last been formed, and we can place the inauguration date as
being between 13th December 1946 and 18th January 1947. So for all practical purposes we can
claim that our Branch dates from 1948, and therefore congratulate ourselves that 2008 is our
Diamond Jubilee Year.
On 31st May 1950 the President of NARPO wrote to Col. Golden concerning a suggestion that a
North Wiltshire Branch might be formed. This idea seemed to lay dormant for some time, but on 8th
January 1952 Allen W Hurwood of 15 Headlands Grove, Swindon wrote to the Chief Constable in his
capacity of Honorary Secretary of the “newly formed” North Wiltshire Branch thanking the Chief
Constable for granting “facilities for assembly” at Swindon, Chippenham and Marlborough. In the
letter he states that membership then numbered 27 members of both sexes.

Document 5
By 30th April 1953 the secretaryship of the North Wiltshire Branch had passed to ex-Sergeant Ernest
Stokes of 31 Dean Street Swindon. On that date he wrote to the Chief Constable following a branch
meeting in the Court Room at Old Town Police Station, Swindon held on 26th April 1953. In
accordance with a resolution passed at the meeting, he asked Col. Golden to become President of
that Branch, an invitation that the Chief Constable subsequently declined. The letter stated that
the Branch had achieved a membership of 54 in its first year. As his Wiltshire Branch counterpart
had done earlier, Ernest Stokes also requested details of Wiltshire Constabulary pensioners, but for
his purposes limited his request to those living “north of a line drawn across from Monkton
Farleigh, Potterne, to Ludgershall”.

Documents 6(a) & (b)

Document 6(c)
This is is the last dated
correspondence on the file
held at the Wiltshire and
Swindon History Centre, but
that file also includes a
leaflet about a “Membership
Increase Campaign” taking
place during 1953,
and a card headed “National
Association of Retired Police
Officers” which was to be
displayed in all Parade Rooms
advising officers that “this
station is within the area of
the Wiltshire Branch”.
There is also evidence of
attempts to identify and
recruit pensioners resident in
Wiltshire who had retired
from other Forces.

Documents 7(a) & (b)

Documents 7(c) & (d)

Document 8
We have no historical information from the end of that file in 1953 until the commencement in
1974 of records still held at our Branch Office, but obviously there was an amalgamation of the
Wiltshire and North Wiltshire Branches during the mid 1950’s or early 1960’s and we know that by
the mid 1960’s they had merged into a single Wiltshire Branch serving the whole County.
From that time the Branch held two formal meetings a year, usually at Police Headquarters. The
Annual General Meeting was held in the Spring and a half-yearly meeting took place in the Autumn.
This pattern continued until 2001, when a half-yearly meeting had been planned for October, but
never actually took place and gave way to the start of a programme of informal social evenings.
From that time until the present day we have continued to hold our Annual General Meeting in
March or April, but have steadily developed a varied and well-supported social programme.
Our records show that the following have served the Wiltshire Branch in the period from 1974 to
the present time:
Chairman
Jack S Tanswell
Secretary & Treasurer
John M Jones
(who stood down in October 1981 after 9 years in office)
Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer

Jack S Tanswell
Vic Alstowe

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer

Jack S Tanswell
Des York
Vic Alstowe

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer

John M Jones
Des York
Vic Alstowe

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer

Ken Tidy
Des York
Vic Alstowe

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

Ken Tidy
Des York
Vic Alstowe
Peter Conway

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

Ken Tidy
Des York
Vic Alstowe
Max Phesse

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

Ken Tidy
Des York
Derek Francis
Max Phesse

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Ass’t Sec/Treasurer

Max Phesse
Steve Higgs
Derek Francis
Eddie Bush

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Ass’t Sec/Treasurer
Social Secretary

Max Phesse
Mike Mizen
Derek Francis
Eddie Bush
Dave Frampton

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Ass’t Sec/Treasurer
Social Secretary
Ass’t Social Secretary

Max Phesse
Derek Francis
Brian Reed
Eddie Bush
Dave Frampton
Mike Mizen

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Deputy Sec/Social Sec
Assistant Treasurer
Ass’t Social Secretary

Max Phesse
Derek Francis
Brian Reed
Dave Frampton
Eddie Bush
Mike Mizen

In 1975 the Branch Accounts showed an annual turnover of £366. In 2007 our turnover amounted
to over £42,000 of which £33,300 related to group holidays and other social events.
Subscriptions in 1975 were 84p per year, with widows paying 12p. For 2008 our annual
subscription is £16.08, with widows receiving free membership.
In 1975 we had 181 full members and 7 widows, but by the end of 2007 we had a total of 672
members, comprising 544 full members, 120 widows, 2 Life Members, 3 Associate Members and 3
Additional Members. Our membership continues to grow and, as we approach the final quarter of
the year, we have a total membership of 722.
We mark our Diamond Jubilee Year with a celebration dinner at the Bear Hotel, Devizes on Friday
24th October with the Chief Constable, Mr Brian Moore, and his wife Jill as our Guests of Honour.
For the future, our social programme will be developed and improved where possible, but we will
also be concentrating our efforts on improving the services we offer locally for our members,
particularly with regard to welfare.
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